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2011  13%  27%  40% 
2009  14  31  45 




































































































































































































































































































  True  False  Don’t know 
2011  53%  26%  21% 
2009  45  27  28 
2006  44  26  29 
2004  43  28  29 
2000  43  28  29 
1997  49  20  31 





































































  Agree  Disagree  Don’t know 
2011  29%  67%  4% 
2002  40  55  4 
19978  40  57  3 
1991  33  63  4 
1987  51  44  5 
“I sometimes think that AIDS is a punishment for the decline in moral standards”
  Agree  Disagree  Don’t know 
2011  16%  81%  2% 
2002  26  70  4 
1997  31  66  3 
1991  34  62  4 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































to reduce the risk of her baby being born infected   True  66%  24%  9% 
There is no cure for AIDS at present   True  73  23  4 
There is a vaccine available to prevent people from 
becoming infected with HIV  False  66  24  11 




























































































  Blacks  Whites  Latinos 
Working with someone who has HIV or AIDS 
Comfortable  80%  80%  71% 
Uncomfortable  20  18  23 
If your children had a teacher who was HIV‐positive (among parents) 
Comfortable  67  71  54 
Uncomfortable  32  25  37 
Having a roommate who is HIV‐positive 
Comfortable  60  62  53 
Uncomfortable  39  34  41 
Having your food prepared by someone who is HIV‐positive 
Comfortable  42  54  50 

































































2011  26%  28%  54% 
2009  33  32  65 


























































































LATINOS AND HIV12 
While the impact of HIV/AIDS in the U.S. Latino community has not been quite as disproportionate as it has among blacks, Latinos 
continue to be heavily affected by the epidemic, experiencing higher rates of new infections, AIDS diagnoses, and people living with 
HIV than their white counterparts.13 Latinos’ reported opinions and experiences often reflect this disproportionate impact, some of 
which are included throughout this report, and a few of which are summarized below. 
 
Latinos appear to feel the disproportionate impact of HIV on their community, with six in ten (61 percent) saying HIV/AIDS is a serious 
problem for people they know, similar to blacks and roughly twice as many as among whites (32 percent). Still, Latinos (37 percent) are 
just about as likely as whites (39 percent) to say they know someone who currently has HIV or has died from AIDS, a share that is far 
lower than among blacks (57 percent). 
 
Latinos express a level of concern about contracting HIV that is somewhat higher than whites (27 percent vs. 11 percent say they are 
“very concerned”), but lower than that expressed by blacks (40 percent). Like black Americans, Latinos are substantially more likely than 
whites to say they want more information about various HIV-related topics, including how to prevent the spread of HIV, how to know 
whether to get tested and where to go to do so, and how to talk with their partners, doctors, and children about the disease. 
 
Like their black counterparts, reported visibility of HIV/AIDS in the U.S. has declined for Latinos in recent years. In 2004, 74 percent of 
Latinos reported seeing, hearing, or reading at least something about the U.S. epidemic in the previous year, a figure that declined to 
54 percent in 2009 and 43 percent today. 
 
Latinos are somewhat more likely than whites and blacks to express attitudes that may stigmatize people living with HIV. For example, 
Latinos are 9 percentage points less likely than their white peers to say they would be comfortable working with someone with HIV (71 
percent vs. 80 percent) or having an HIV-positive roommate (53 percent vs. 62 percent). Just over half (54 percent) of Latino parents say 
they’d be comfortable if their children had an HIV-positive teacher, compared with seven in ten white parents (71 percent). And four in 
ten Latinos (41 percent) agree that “in general, it’s people’s own fault if they get AIDS,” a share that is higher than among blacks or 
whites (31 percent and 26 percent respectively). 
 
Selected Survey Findings for Latinos Compared with Blacks, Whites 
 Latinos Blacks Whites 
Percent who…    
Say AIDS is a serious problem for people they know 61% 59% 32% 
Know someone who has HIV or has died from AIDS 37 57 39 
Are very concerned about becoming infected 27 40 11 
Want more information about…    
How to prevent the spread of HIV 66 73 37 
How to know who should get tested for HIV 62 63 34 
Where to go to get tested for HIV 62 58 28 
How to talk with a partner about HIV testing 57 58 22 
How to talk to a health care provider about HIV/AIDS 55 58 22 
How to talk to children about HIV/AIDS 71 71 39 
Say they would be comfortable…    
Working with someone with HIV 71 80 80 
Having an HIV-positive roommate 53 60 62 
If their children had an HIV-positive teacher (among parents) 54 67 71 





















































































HIV/AIDS or has died from AIDS  31%  46%  51%  30%  44%  37%  27% 
Yes, family member or close friend  15 26 26 14 30  20 10
Yes, acquaintance, coworker or 
someone else  17 19 24 15 14  16 18
No, don’t know anyone with HIV/AIDS 




















































































































































































  Total  Age 18‐29  Age 30‐49  Age 50‐64  Age 65+ 
Often  6%  5%  8%  6%  3% 
Sometimes  17  15  19  19  13 
Rarely  41  40  44  40  34 












True  53%  51%  70%  49% 
False  30  33  22  31 


































































How to talk with children about HIV/AIDS  52%  42%  68%  66% 
How to prevent the spread of HIV  50  41  66  61 
How to know who should get tested for HIV  47  39  60  59 
Where to go to get tested for HIV  47  38  59  64 
How to bring up the topic of getting an HIV test with your partner  44  36  56  60 



























































































































































  Total  Blacks  Latinos Whites  Total  Blacks  Latinos Whites 
Adults (18 and older)  48%  72%  55%  42%  18%  39%  23%  13% 
Non‐elderly (18‐64)  54  77  58  49  21  43  24  15 
Age 18‐29  48  71  51  41  26  47  29  20 
Age 30‐49  67  83  68  64  22  45  28  17 
Age 50‐64  43  73  46  37  14  36  10  10 




55% 55% 53% 54%
19% 20%























































  1997  2000  2004  2006  2009  2011 
Blacks age 18‐64  39%  33%  38%  41%  40%  43% 
Latinos age 18‐64  24  23  30  28  28  24 
Whites age 18‐64  16  17  18  16  14  15 
             
All adults age 18‐29  26  30  35  26  30  26 





















































Men  Women  Men  Women  Men  Women  Men  Women 
Age 18‐64  52%  57%  22%  20%  25%  34%  41%  49% 










  Total  Age 18‐29  Age 30‐49  Age 50‐64  Black  Latino  White 
It just seemed like a good idea  77%  83%  78%  72%  86%  84%  72% 
Your doctor or other health care provider 
suggested you get tested  32  30  31  32  29  40  30 
It’s something you do every year  29  47  26  22  48  33  22 
You were concerned that you might be 
infected  24  22  24  27  20  26  24 
A partner suggested or asked that you get 


























  Total  Age 18‐29  Age 30‐49  Age 50‐64  Age 65+  Blacks  Latinos  Whites 
Less of you  16%  17%  12%  19%  19%  7%  17%  17% 
More of you  9  11  10  6  4  22  11  5 















































































REPORTED TESTING FOR STDs OTHER THAN HIV 
 
The CDC reports there is strong evidence that the presence of other sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) increases the likelihood of both 
transmitting and acquiring HIV, and recommends that early detection and treatment of curable STDs be a major component of HIV prevention 
programs at national, state, and local levels.18 
 
Among non-elderly adults, four in ten (40 percent) say they have ever been tested for a sexually transmitted disease (STD) other than HIV, and 14 
percent say they had such a test in the previous year. A somewhat larger share say they have talked with a doctor or health care provider at some 
point about any STD besides HIV (49 percent), though just 23 percent say a provider ever suggested they receive such a test. Of those who say 
they were tested, about half (51 percent) say they specifically asked to be tested, while two in ten say the doctor or nurse told them they were 
being tested, and 28 percent were under the impression it was a routine part of the exam. 
 
Reported STD testing is more common among the young—almost half (46 percent) of those under age 50 say they’ve ever been tested for an 
STD, while testing in the previous year is most commonly reported by those ages 18-29 (28 percent). Among adults under age 30, about six in ten 
across all racial and ethnic groups say they’ve ever talked with a doctor about STDs. Young blacks stand out as more likely than their young white 
and Latino counterparts to report being tested for an STD, both ever and in the past year, and to say testing was recommended to them by a 
doctor. 
 
As with HIV, women overall, and young women in particular, are more likely than their male counterparts to report talking to their providers and 
getting tested for STDs. Six in ten women under 30 (61 percent) say they’ve ever been tested for an STD other than HIV, compared with 36 
percent of men in this age range. And the disparity is even bigger for recent STD testing—44 percent of young women compared with 17 
percent of young men say they were tested in the past 12 months. While these gender gaps exist across racial and ethnic groups, the differences 
are smaller for blacks, with white and Latino men standing out as having the lowest reported rates of STD testing among young adults. 
 
Part of the gender differences may be due to the fact that young women are more likely than young men to be engaged in ongoing, routine 
health care, including yearly gynecological exams, during which providers may recommend STD testing. For most women of reproductive age, 
their yearly exam will include a pap smear, which some women may have interpreted as an STD test when responding to these questions. And in 
fact, among young women who say they were tested for an STD, 38 percent say they thought such testing was a routine part of the exam 
(compared with 19 percent of young men who were tested). It’s possible that at least some of these young women were under the false 
impression that their yearly pap smear was testing for STDs that are not actually detected by such a test. Conversely, young men who report 
being tested for STDs were more likely to say they specifically asked to be tested (65 percent, compared with 40 percent of young women).  
 
Perhaps not surprisingly, the survey data indicate that testing for HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases may often go hand-in-hand. Eight 
in ten of those who report having ever had an STD test say they’ve also been tested for HIV, compared with just three in ten of those who’ve 
never been tested for another STD. The same is true for recent testing—about seven in ten (69 percent) of those who were tested for an STD in 
the past year also report receiving a recent test for HIV, compared with just 11 percent of those who haven’t had an STD test in the past 12 
months. 
 
Reported STD Testing And Communication With Providers By Age, Race, And Gender 
Percent saying they have 
ever been tested for an 
STD other than HIV 
Percent saying they were 
tested for an STD in the 
past 12 months 
Percent saying a doctor/ 
provider ever suggested 
they be tested for an STD 
Percent saying they’ve 
ever talked with a doctor/ 
provider about STDs 
Total age 18-64 40% 14% 23% 49% 
Age 18-29 46 28 29 61 
Age 30-49 46 13 27 51 
Age 50-64 25 3 11 36 
Blacks age 18-29 65 43 41 66 
Latinos age 18-29 44 29 28 57 
Whites age 18-29 43 24 28 62 
Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women 
Total age 18-64 35% 45% 10% 19% 17% 30% 46% 53% 
Total age 18-29 36 61 17 44 18 45 55 69 
Blacks age 18-29 61 69 33 54 37 45 65 67 
Whites age 18-29 31 60 13 40 11 51 53 73 
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